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 Monthly Gathering  

January 23, 2012  

Country Kitchen  

1107 N. Quincy Ave  

Ottumwa, IA  

Eat at 6:00 pm  

Gathering  

Following  

2010  
Chapter of the Year  

 It is time to start all over again.  Did anyone make any New Yearôs resolutions?   Ours 

is to attend one Chapter H gathering every month.  We think that for the most part we can 

keep that one.  We hope the rest of you can make a similar resolution. 

 After having all of our riding toys safely tucked away in the shed, and even covering 

them, for the winter the weather went and got beautiful.  Eta couldnôt resist and had to drag 

her bike out and ride for two additional weeks.  It is still in the upstairs garage just incase 

there may be another day or so of SAFE riding to do before winter decides to arrive. 

 The twelve people that were at our home on the 14th had a very pleasant day.  We 

relearned a lot about CPR and First Aid, laughed a fair amount, and ate a fair amount. Thank 

you, everyone, for attending and bringing such good food for all to enjoy.  We hope you are 

not tired of coming to our home for such things; we certainly are not tired of having you all 

here. 

 We hope to see each of you at our Gathering on Monday the 23rd. Remember, this is 

the month for a very special announcement.   

Many of you will also be attending the Crazy Supper on the 28th.  We need to get a 

plan together so that not everyone will need to drive the distance.  Surely, a car pool plan can 

be achieved.  Eta will be staying overnight so she can attend the training classes on the 29th.  

Is there anyone else out there who is planning to attend? The more the merrier.  Actually we 

just want to share the work load so we do not have to go out of district for presenters. 

 Another upcoming date to note on your calendar is our Supper Ride to Attica on 

February 11th for a 5:00 oôclock meal.  A car pool plan would be a good idea for this event.   

 We owe Sharon a HUGH apology for not making contact with her during her time of 

recovery from her knee surgery.  Our excuse, we were happy to have kids home over the en-

tire Holiday Season.  By the time they returned to their homes away from home we were past 

her surgery date and back to the regular work schedule.  Not an acceptable reason for slip-

ping up, just the truth.  We know everyone wishes her the quickest recovery. 

 We do hope to see each of you Monday evening.  Do remember there will be an an-

nouncement you do not want to miss. 

Happy (currently snow covered) Trails,  

Jim and Eta  
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TOPIC:   Itôs All About the Traction 

 

 We turned the calendar to December and, suddenly, winter was here! The signs of winter were everywhere: the cold 

temperatures, snow flurries, freezing rain, and ice on puddles. In winter we see the most driving problems (accidents and 

spin outs) when conditions include freezing rain and black ice. It does not matter that we are driving our four -wheeled vehi-

cles. When the road surface is icy, traction is greatly reduced. So when there is ice on the road, the best thing to do is stay 

home. If you have to drive in icy conditions, go slowly and smoothly. No, check that. Go VERY slowly, and VERY smoothly!  

 As we know from our motorcycle training, when we lose traction, we lose braking and steering control of our vehicle. 

The same applies to a car. Even with four tires on the ground, it is easy to lose control of a vehicle on ice. To increase traction 

in icy conditions, look for surfaces with more texture. This can be the unpaved shoulder of the road where gravel can provide 

more resistance to sliding and skidding tires. Crusty snow gives more traction, too. This can sometimes be present in the cen-

ter of the lane (the middle track) where tires seldom crush and pack it down. Almost any surface provides better traction tha n 

ice! If you have the choice to drive on ice or another surface, try to move your vehicle smoothly  onto the other surface.  

 Keep in mind that accelerating, braking and steering inputs should all be made smoothly to maintain traction and 

control of your vehicle. Use a light touch on the accelerator. You will not be able to accelerate rapidly on ice anyway, so just 

plan to keep speeds down. With the limited traction available on ice, stepping on the gas will just cause tire spin. Give your-

self plenty of time slow down before entering curves, and maintain a steady speed through the turn.  

 Increase your following distance behind other cars to allow more time to stop. You will need it when ice on the 

ground limits your traction. The additional space will also give you a cushion if the vehicle in front of you loses control a nd 

goes into a spin. That space can give you room to maneuver and time to react so you can  avoid a collision.  

 Consider using your emergency flashers for added conspicuity and to warn others of the problem. They might not be 

as aware of the conditions as you are. As always, it is important to scan aggressively all around you for hazards and other 

drivers who might lose control. Think constantly about your best escape route or your reaction to various situations that 

might arise. Keep alert to your safest options.  

 Learn how your vehicle handles on ice in an empty icy parking lot. It is important to see and feel how it reacts when 

you are traveling at low speed and step on the brake or turn the wheel. It will be different than driving on dry pavement. By  

learning how it behaves, you are better prepared to take the right action in a surprise situation on the road. Just like a motor-

cycle training class, you want to practice in a safe space. And remember, itôs all about the traction! 

 

Ride Smart & Be Safe! 

Bruce & Melissa Thayer 

Former MI Asst. District Rider Educators  

brucethayer1@comcast.net 

 Lori Lester -  Rider Educator  

mailto:brucethayer1@comcast.net
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More details as the time draws closer.  

Grazing ride takes 

place of                  

Carnival Run  

Iowa District Convention  

September 28 -29 

Toledo, IA  

Register on -line  

www.gwrra -iowa.com  




