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HAPPY,  HAPPY,  HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

To all of  

CHAPTER H  

 

 We may be writing this before Christmas but will pretend it is after the fact since you 

will be getting this between the holidays.  That said ï We hope everyoneôs Christmas proved to 

be better than expected and that you have all recovered from all the preparations that went 

into making it the joyous time it was intended to be.  Eta certainly had a wonderful time at the 

Chapter Party even though she was apprehensive about showing up without Jim.  Coming 

home with more food than taken and winning the battle over the humming bird feeder were 

mere foot notes to the laughter and hugs shared by all. 

 Now it is time to move into the New Year.  ANOTHER ONE!!!  We are certainly glad 

they keep coming but canôt believe how quickly they come and go.   

 Before looking ahead we would like to thank everyone for the support you have given 

to your Chapter by being so willing to jump in and volunteer for the many tasks that are re-

quired to keep a Chapter healthy.  Everyone is capable of doing almost anything they put their 

mind to but it does take the óputting your mind to itô to get it done.  Thanks to each of you for 

your hard work at whatever it was you were asked to do and for the volunteering without being 

asked.  Everyone in the Chapter benefited! 

We are certainly looking forward to 2012.  It is great to start the year with so much 

accomplished in the past and plans for the future laid out.  Not every thing planned comes 

about, but it is nice to have that outline to guide us along.  Keep your minds working because 

there is always room for improvement.  We do not have to do what has always been done; 

change is good.  Ideas are always welcome.  Each of you has shown that you can be a leader.  

The more things that can be put in the hands of the members, the more variety and interesting 

everything becomes.   

 The next time we are together will be January 14th.  Remember, this is our 

First Aid / CPR training.  Our home is open to as many of you who can make it.  

Your only cost will be for the printing of the cards.  Please come take advantage of 

this offering.  The class starts at 1:00 oôclock. Feel free to come earlier to get all the 

holiday chit chat that we just canôt wait to share shared.  (We would like to be up 

and dressed before anyone arrives.)  Do not forget potluck items for the 5:00p.m. 

supper.  Please let me know at least a day ahead that you will be coming. I need to 

forward that information to the trainers so that the correct amount of supplies will 

be available to help keep things moving smoothly and quickly.  Hopefully the 

weather will cooperate. If not, there will be an alternate plan.  

One more time:  Happy, Happy, Happy New Year .  Let the good times roll. 

Jim & Eta  
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WHEN ARE YOU MOST "AT RISK" TO CRASH  

By: Jim Culp   

 

 Dawn or dusk conditions? Those are potentially dangerous times but not what I'm thinking.  

 Riding in heavy traffic?  Another potentially dangerous time but, again, not what I'm looking for.  

 Riding in the mountains with all the curves and stuff?  Possibly a dangerous time but no. 

 The majority of motorcycle crashes (90% according to the Hurt Report conducted in the 1970's) occur within the first 

hour of riding.  More interesting though is that 50% of the crashes happen within the first 6 minutes!  That's why most crash es 

happen within 5 miles of home. 

 The factors involved here are ATTENTION and CONCENTRATION.  We don't readily transition ourselves from one 

activity (like being at home or work) to another (riding the motorcycle).  How focused can we be on the inherent hazards of 

riding when we are still waking up or thinking about the problems at work?  

 That's why becoming an ATGATT (All the Gear All the Time) rider can be so valuable. In my case, I have to go get the 

motorcycle key from the key box, take my riding suit off its hanger and put it on, put on my gloves, put on my helmet, take m y 

gloves back off so I can fasten my helmet, put my gloves back on, walk out to the bike, take my gloves back off so I can un-zip 

my riding suit to get to the key that's in my jeans pocket, etc. etc.  Yes, I'm a goofball who can't remember to keep my keys out 

(I doubt that I'm alone here). The point is that all these small steps take some time.  During that time that I'm unconscious ly 

getting myself READY TO RIDE. 

 Being READY TO RIDE and having my head "in the game" helps me to ride more safely.  Are you taking steps to make 

yourself READY TO RIDE? 

 Lori Lester -  Rider Educator  

 Jane Cassatt -  Membership Enhancement  

The Time Has Come  

 When most people talk about themselves they begin with what they are or what they do. Oh well, Ray & I are not like 

most people. I will begin with what we arenôt. We arenôt the youngest, but we have experience and dedication to you and to the 

GWRRA. We arenôt the Barbie & Ken type, but anyone that has ever gotten a hug from me doesnôt soon forget it. We have had 

several positions over the years in GW, but believe that it is better to have one position and do it well than to try to have several 

at one time. There are enough positions in GW that anyone that is interested in serving can have one. 

 During our time in GWRRA and Chapter H we have ridden many places with you. We have camped, shared motel 

rooms, and stayed in vacation home rentals with you. We have eaten picnic lunches at parks along the road and had late night 

snacks in motel rooms. We have even chosen a favorite beverage with some of you. 

 I have been the Membership Enhancement Coordinator for Chapter H for the last 13 years. I took the job very serious-

ly. My main goal was to get as many of the Chapter members as possible involved in the various available activities of GW. To 

accomplish this I looked up events and places to stay. To keep the cost down I found rooms or houses that could be shared. I 

tried to introduce members to members from other Chapters, Districts, and Regions. I hope my efforts haveò Enhancedò your 

membership!  

 As of January 1, 2012, I will be stepping down as your Membership Enhancement Coordinator. I wish all of you a Hap-

py New Year and many good rides and good times to come. 

 

Jane & Ray Cassatt  

Membership Enhancement Coordinator  
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More details as the time draws closer.  

 

CPR/FA Training  

1:00pm  

Jim & Etaôs 

Potluck at 5:00pm  

RSVP by January  12 

Grazing ride takes 

place of                  

Carnival Run  

http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KJke16Su9OZisABTCJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dfirst%2Baid%2Bkit%26ei%3DUTF-8%26fr%3Dyfp-t-701%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D6&


Karen English       ZERO 

Dirty Santa         TWO 

Clara now has the reindeer 

Karen smiles 

Eta is all smiles as 

the Hummingbird 

feeder heads to her 

table!!  

I really, really  

Wanted this!  

Paul & Marty  

Santa must  

Have known 



Lou is now  

ORGANIZED!!  

Trishôs  cards 

Will look so -o-o good  

Diane is having FUN!  

Jim  


